ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE SCHOOL
WE CONTINUE TO (RED) REMEMBER EVERYONE DEPARTED
On September 24th St. James the Apostle School students, faculty and staff wore
RED to help pay tribute to Stephen Siller, a true American hero, his family, friends
and all who were affected by his heroism.

Stephen Siller

Never Forget
those who died,
those who served and
those who carry on.

In addition, our school gathered for mass and paid homage to the 343 FDNY
firefighters, 71 law enforcement officers, and thousands of civilians who lost their
lives on September 11th, 2001. We prayed for Jeff Mottarella, husband of our
school nurse Jennifer Mottarella, and Anthony Cialini, Justin and Michael Bolnik,
their cousins, as well as the thousands of other men and women who ran from
the Battery Tunnel to the site of the Twin Towers this past weekend. We prayed
God was with them and kept them safe, in body and spirit, as they relived the
incredible courage and sacrifice of Stephen Siller and so many others.
On September 11, 2001, Stephen Siller, who was assigned to Brooklyn’s Squad 1,
had just finished his shift and was on his way to play golf with his brothers when
he got word over his scanner of a plane hitting the North Tower of the World
Trade Center. Upon hearing the news, Stephen called his wife Sally and asked her
to tell his brothers he would catch up with them later. He returned to Squad 1 to
get his gear. Stephen drove his truck to the entrance of the Brooklyn Battery
Tunnel, but it had already been closed for security purposes. Determined to carry
out his duty, he strapped 60 lbs. of gear to his back, and raced on foot through
the tunnel to the Twin Towers, where he gave up his life while saving others.

Stephen had everything to live for; a great wife, five wonderful children, a devoted extended family, and
friends. Stephen’s parents were lay Franciscans and he grew up under the guiding philosophy of St. Francis of
Assisi, whose encouraging and inspirational phrase “while we have time, let us do good” were words that
Stephen lived by. Stephen’s life and heroic death serve as a reminder to us all to live life to the fullest and to
spend our time here on earth doing good – this is his legacy.
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The Tunnel to Towers 5K Run & Walk in New York is held, each year, on the last Sunday of September. What began with 1,500 people
in 2002 is now considered by many to be one of the top 5K runs in America. The event symbolizes Stephen Siller’s final footsteps from
the foot of the Battery Tunnel to the Twin Towers
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